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CHARACTE 
A Coffee-Houle, &c. 


Coffee-Houle is a Lay-Conwenticle, Good-fellowſhip turn'd Pu- 
ritan, Il-husbandry in Maſquerade, whither people come, after 
Top:g all day, ro purchalc, at the expence of their laſt peny, 
the repute of ſub: Companions; a Rota-Roows that ( like Noahs 
 TOnY Ark) receives Animals of every ſort, from the precife diminu- 
2104 Band, tothe Heforing Cravat and Cufts in Folio ,, a Nurſery for train- 
ing up the ſmaller Fry of Y:rtuoſi in confident Tartling, or a Cabal of K:ttl;ng 
Critics that have only learnt to Spit and Mew z a Mint of 7ntelligence, that to 
make cach man his per3-z97th, draws our into petty parcels, what the Mer- 
chant-receives in Builion : He that comes often ſaves two perce'a week in Gas - 
Zet*, and has his News and his Coffee for the ſame charge , as at a three pery 
Ordiaary they give in Broth to your Chop of Mutton; tis an Excharge 
where Haberdalns of Political ſmall wares meet ,.and mutually abuſe each 
other, and the Publique, with bottomleſs ſtories, and headleſs notions ; the 
Rendezvous of :dle Pamphlets, and perſons more idly imployd to read them 5 
a High Court of Fuſitce, where every little Fellow in a Chamlet-Cloak takes up- 
on him to tranſpoſe Afﬀairs both in Church and State » to (hew reaſons a- 
gainſt As of Parliament , and: condemn the Decrees of Gezeral Councels , 
Tis impoſlible to deſcribe it better than the moſt ingenious of the Zatixe 
Poets has done it to our hand, and that fo excellently , we cannot but tran- 


{cribe it: 
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* Urnde quod et uſquam quamrois Regrontbus abſzt 

© Inſpicitar, penetrdtque cavas vox omins ad Aures 

*© Nofte Dieque patets Tota ef ex eAreſonants 

© Tota Fremit, Voceſque referty Tteratque quod Audit, 
© Nalla Quies intus, nulldque ſilentia parte | 

© Nec tamen eſt Clamor, ſed parve Murmura V ocis 

*© Onalza de Pelagt ( fs quis procul audiat) unda 

«© Eje ſolent, qualemve ſonum cum Jupiter atras 

© [ncrepurt nubes, Extrema Tonitraareadunt ; 

« Atria Turba texet, ventunt Leve vulgus, Eun'que 
<< Mifidque cum veris paſſin Commenta vagantur, 

* Millta Rumorum, confuſdque verba oolutant ; 

* Eqnibus Hit racuas Implent ſermonibus Aures 

* Htnarrata feruntalid, Menſur4que fit 

* Creſcit, & Auaitis alequid nowns Adjicit Author 

©< HIlic Credulitas, tc temerarius Erroy | 
A 2 V andque 


2 The Charatter of a Coffee- Houſe. 
© FandqueL etitia eſt, C onſternatique Timores 
© Sed:t:0Jue recers, aubroque CAuthore Suſurrt 
'* Tpſa grid in'C lo Rerum, Pelagoque geratur 
© Ex Tellure wider, Totymque Tnquerit tn Orvem, 
3 Thus firi8ly Englulye, 
Here all that's 4:ze, thoubh far remore, appears, 
And in cloſe whitpcrs penetrates our cars z 
As built of 2rsſ+, the Houſe throughout reſounds, 
Repolts thinos hear, and every word rebounds. 
No reſt within, nor ſilerc-, yer rc noiſe 
Not Joud, but like a hallow murmuring voice ; 
/ Suchas {romfar by Rowling Waves is ſent, 
Or like 7owes fainting Thunder almoſt ſpent : 
Hither the 7dle ulgar come and go, 
Carrying a thouſand Rumours to and iro; 
With j: ale reports ſome liſtening ears do fall, 
Some c0zz freſh tales, in words thar vary ſtill ; 
Lics mixt with Truth, all in the rciling grows, Th 
And each Relator adds to what he knows : | 
Here dwells ra(h; error, light creculity, 
Sad panick fears, joys buile on vanity; 
New rais'd {cdition,. ſecret whiſperings, 
Of unknown Authors, and of doubttul things : 
All As of Heav'n and Earth ie boldly views, 
And through the ſpacious World erquires for Nexs. | 

Tic Rocm ſtinks of Tobacro worle than Hell of Erimflune, l d is as full of 
ſeal 2s their Heads that frequent it, whoſe Fumours are as \arious as thoſe 
of Bedlam , and their diſcourſe oft-rimes as Heathenrſh and dull as their Li- 
quor 5 that Liquor, which by its looks and taſte, you may reaſonably gueſs 
ro be Pl{uto's Diet-drink 5 thar Witches tipple out of dead mers Skulls, when 
they ratifie to Zelzetub their Sacramental Vows. 

This St)gtaz-Pudal:-ſeller, was formerly notoricus for his ill-favour'd Cap, 
that Apd a Turbazt » and in CenjunRion with his Aztichriflian face , made 
him appear pcrfc& Turk : Put of Jate his Wife being grown acquainted with 
Callants, and the provocative virtue of Cheeclet , he finds a Broad-brim'd Hat 
more necefiary : When he ccmes to fill you a Diſh , you may take him for 
Gu) Faux with a dark La:thornin's hand, for noſfooner can you taſte it, bur 
ir {calds your throat, as if you had ſwallowed the Gurpor der-Treaſon : though 
he ſeem never ſo demure, you cannot properly call him Phariſee, for he never 
wales either out or infide of his pots or diſhes , till they be as black as an Uſu- 
rers Conſcicnce 3 and then only ſcraping off the contracted Scot , makes uſe- 
of it, in the way of his Trace, inſtead of C efer-pcndey z their raſte and virtue - 
being ſo near of Kin, he dares defie the verieſt Ccffee-Critich to diſtinguiſh 
them: Thovgh he be no great Traveller, yer be is in continual motrcn, bur 'tis 
only frem the fire {ide to the Table, and his roxgue goes infinitely faſter than his 
feet , his grand ſtudy bing readily to eccho an anſwer to that thredbare que- 
ſtion, What News bawe y0u Mafter ? Then with a grave whiſper ( yet ſuchas 


all the Rocm may hear it) Fe diſcovers ſcme myſtericus Iztr:gue of State told 
him 
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| The (haratter of a ( offee- Houſe, ; 

him Hſt night by oze thar is:Barber to the Tazboy of a mighty great Courtters man, 
relating this with no leſs formality than a young Preacher delivers his firſt Ser- 
»”10n, a ſudden Hickup ſurprizes him, and he is forced ewenty times to break 
the thred of his Tale with ſuch neceflary Parentheſis's, Wife , ſweep up thoſe 
loſe Corvs of Tobacco, and fee the Liquor boil nit over ; He holds it as part of 
his Crecd, that the Great Twrk is a very good Chriſtian, and of the Reformed 
Church, becauſe he drinks Coffee , and ſwears that Porxtings for celebrating 
tes \irtues in aogge-el deſcrves ro be Poet Laureat : yet is it not only this hot 
Hell-eroth thathe ſells, for never was Mountebank furniſhe with more variety 
of poyſonous drugs, then he of 1:quors, Tea and Aromatique for the ſweer-' 
roorh'd Gentleman, Betony and Reſade for the addle-hraded Cuſiomer , Back: re- 
cruiting Chocolet for the Conſumprixe Gallant, Herefordſhire Redftreak made 
of rotten apples ar the three Cranes, true Brurſwick- Mum brew'd at S. Ka- 
therines, and Ale in pety Mugs, not ſo biz as a Taylors Thimble. | 

As you have a hoape-poaz - of Drinks, ſuch roo is your Company , for each 
man ſeems a Leveller, and ranks and files himſelf as he liſts, without regard to 
degrees or order z ſothat oft youmay ſee a (filly Fop, and a worſhipful Fuftice, 
a griping Rock, and a grave C:tr22n, a worthy Lawyer » and an errant Pick- 
pocket , a Reverend Nonconformiſt, and a Canting HMeuntebank; all blended to=. 
gether, to compole an Oglio of Impertinence. 
If any Pragmatich, tolhew himſelf witty or eloquent, begin totalk high, 
preſently the further 7 ables are abandor'd, and all the reft flock round ( like 
imaller birds ro admire the gravity of 4{adg:-Howlet ) They liſten ro him a 
while with their -1ouths, and let their Pipes $o out, and Coffee grow cold, for 
pure zeal of attention, but o'ch* ſudden fall all a yelping at once with more 
noiſe, bur not half ſomuch harmony as a Pack of 
ſill chis bawJing, Upſtarts THE. | 

Captain All-an-ſir, the man of mouth, with a face as bluſtring as that of 
Evlus 2nd his four Sons in Painting, and a voice louder than the ſpeaking 
Trumpet, he begins you the ſtory of a Sea-fight 3 and though he never wete 
further by water than the Zear-garden, or Cuckolds-Haven , yer having pyra- 


red the names of Ships and Caprains, he perſwades you himſelf was preſent, 


and performed Miracles 3 that he waded Xnee-4eep in blood on the upper 
Deck, and ncver thought ſerenade to his Miſtreſs, fo pleaſant as the Bullets 


whiſtling ; how he ſtopr a Y:ce-Admeral of the Enemies under full (ail, till 


ſhe was boarded, with his ſingle arminſtead of Grapling [rons, 
* and puft out with his breath a Fire-ſbip thar fell foul. on phy ww my 
them, All this he relates ſitting in a Cloud of Smoak , and * PO 
belching ſo many common Oaths to vouch it, you can ſcatce gueſs whether the 
rea] Engagement, or his Romancing account of it, be the more dreadful : 
However, he concludes with railing at the Condud of ſome Eminent Officers, 
(that perhaps he never ſaw) and proteſts , had they taken his advice at the 
Councel of Wat, not a Satl had eſcap'd us. i 
Heis no ſooner out of breath, but another —_ a LeQure on the Gazet , 

where finding ſeyeral Prezes taken, he gravely obſerves, if/this Trade hold, 
we ſhall quickly rout the Dutch Horſe and Foot by Sea: He nick-names the 
Poliſh Gentlemen where ever he meets them , and enquires> whether Gaylayd 
and Taffaletta be Lutherays or Calviniſts : Stilo Nowo he interprets a vaſt new ' 
i | B | pre 


Beagles on the full Cry, ro 
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4] i The Charatter of a Coffee-Houſe. 

Stile or Turn-pike ereted by his Electoral Highneſs on the borders of We/- 
Þ2alia to keep Moutnfieur Turenes Cavalray from falling on his recreating 
Troops ; He takes words by the ſound without examining their ſenſe : 3/07ea 
he believes to be the Country of the Moors, and Hungary 2 place where famine 
alwayes keeps her Court, nor is there any thing more certain, than thar he 
madea whole Roomtul of Fops, as wiſe as himſelf, ſpznd above two hours 
In ſearching the 34p for Ariforracy and Demirracy, nor doubting but to have 
found them there, as well as Dalmatia and Croatia. 

Next Seigniour Poll rakes up the Cudgels,thar ſpeaks worhing but Defprs, 
Projefis, Imr:gaes, and Experiments, One of thoſe inthe old Comedtan, Plantus, 
Sctunt 1d quod inAurem Rex Regine dixerit, Quid Juno confabulata eſt cum Jove, 
Sciant que neque futura neque faa ſunt, tamen liſcitunt, 8c, All the Councels 
of the German Dyet, the Romiſh Conclave, and Turkifh Divan, ate as well 
known to him as his Lazdreſſes Sock. He kens all the Cabalsof the Court 
toa hairs breadrh, and 7 more then an hundred of us dog} which Lady is nor 
patnted ; you would take his mouth for a Li#ibeck, tt diſtil]s his words ſo nig- 
g2rdly, as if he was loath to enrich you withies, of which he has yet more 
picaty than Fax, Stowe, and Hollingſhead bound up together; He tels you of a 

| Plorto ler che Lyaxs loole in the Tower, and then blow it up with nbite-powder; 
_ of five nundred and fifty Jeſu:ts all monhted on Dromedarites ſeen by Moonſhihe © 
on H.:mpteadheath, anda terrible deſign hatch'd by the Colledge of Deway, ro 
drain the narrow Seas and bring Popery over 4ry ſbod ; beſides he has 4 thou- 
{:nd inventions dancing in his brain-pain 3 at Adwice-boat on the Stocks, thar 
ſhall go to the Eaſt-Indies» and come back agatn in a Fortight, a trick ro march 
under water, and bore holes chrough the Dutch-ſbips Keele wich Augurs, and 
ſencle them, as they rideat Anhor, and a moſt excellent purſuit to catch Sun- 
beams, for making rhe Ladies new falhioned Towrs, that Poets may no more be 
damn'd for telling lies abour their C#rls ahd Treſſes. | | 
Bur theſe are puny2Pugs,theArch-Dewil,wherewirh this Swoke-hole is haunted, 
is the Towz-»1:t, one that playes Rex where ever he comes, .and makes as much 
hurry as #063 Goodfellow of old amongſt our Granams Milk-bouls.; He is a kigd 
of a $quib on a Rope; a meteor compos d of Self-conceit and noiſc,rhat by blazes 
ing and crackling engages the wonder of the ighorant, till on a,ſudden he ya» 
xe 0 and leaves a Fench, if not :zfe4ion behind him ; he is roo often the fac 
| of agood Family, and by his debauchr life blots the noble Coat of his Anceſtors, 
A w1:lde nnbactd Colt, whoſe brains are not half codled, indebted for his chaths 
to his Tailor, and for his wit (ſuch as it is) to his Cotnpany : The School had 
no ſooner *ds:d him with a few ſuperficial mes but his Mothers 7- 
cre three or four wide 


aulgence poſted him ro Town for Genteeler breeding, W 
half a dozen bottles of Burgundy, two leaves of Fewiathan, a brisk 


Compantons, | 
encounter with his Lazdlyds Glaſsntndowes, the charms of a little 245ſ5, and the 
fight of a new Play dub'd him at once both a W:t and a Hero, evet ſince he values 
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El ' himſelfmainly for underſ{anding theTown,and indeed knows molt things in itthiar 
5+ | ; are not north knowing : The two Poles whereon all bis diſcourſes turn are Ltherſpr 
th and Baxdry Bar him from being prophane or obſcene, ol cramp his In- 
7 | genuiry, which forthwith Flags and becomes »ſeleſs, as a nect Common Lanes 
+8 when he has croſs'd the Channel, 2 = XG 
M's He is{o refractory to D:z1z;ty that Morality it ſelf cannot hold him, he af- 
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The Charafter of a (offee-Houſe, 5 
firms humane Nature knows no ſuch —_ as principles of Good and evil, and 
will ſwear all women are whores, though his 
Whatever is ſacred or ſerious he ſeeks to render Ridiculous, andthinks Go- 
vernment and Religion fit objcdts for his zdle and fantaftick Bufſoonry, His humor 


is proud and afluming, as if he woukd palliate his ignorance by Scfiag ar what 
he underitands not; and therefore with a vert and pragmatique " Ai depreciates 


all chings of nobler moment, bur moſt paſſionately affets pretty a- Iamode words, 


| Ardis as coverous of a New Song or Ayre, as an Antiquary of Cato's Statue with 


ne'ran arm, and bur halfanoſe,” Theſe , keep him alwaies imployd, and fill up 


the Groteſco's of his\converſation, whilt with a tarely Gallantry once in eve- 


ry half hour he C o-bes out h:s Wrg, Carreens his breeches, and new marthalls 
his Garniture, tothe Tune of Hethrinks the poir Tow}: hus ben troubled too long. 

His mind uſed to whi#?le yp and down in rhe Tevities of Patcy, and effeming- 
ted by the childiſh Toy:xg3 of a rampant imagination finds it ſelf indiſpoled for 


all ſolid imployment, eſpecially the ſeriaus exerciſes of 2tety and Yikege which 


begers an averſion to thoſe Lovely Beaaties, and that prompts him on all occa- 
ſions to expoſe rhemas ridiculons and vain : Hence by deprees he conies to &- 
buſc Sacred Scripture, makes a mock of erethal Flatnes, Joque on the Venerable 
Myſteries of Religion, and infine, ſcoffe ar that A Glorious and 734arendous 
Majeſty before whom his brother Wits below cremble 5 Tis true he will fiot con- 
fels himſclf Atheiſt, yer in his heatr che Fool Harh ſaid ir, awd boalts Aon thas 
he holds his G ſpel from the Apoſtle of Malys5hur),chough it is more Ty + 1x 

ble be ne'r read) ar leaſt undetſtood te: raves of thar, anlacky Aitbey 4 Talk: ? 


W:tches and you Tickle him, ſpeak of Spi}:t5 and hetels you q" 1 $ none 
berter rhan thoſe of Wine; nathe but 74;»ateri4l Efſente, and he (hal) Gut at 


you as a dull Fop incapable bf ſenſe, and wibfit for -ohverſation ; Ner i$ he e- 
ver berter pleas'd than whth he cat here _ ih ſotiie young rai D:wize to 
Bulbait wich fcurrility and all kind of profanehneſs © fr, oY 
- By means of ſome {mall ſc aps of le Ynthg matcht with afar reater | buy. of 


Confidence; a voluble —_ and bold dey | his t e W)-tos ee 

celebrared by the vulgar; "for a man of Pay}s, chopinfon gaths thei 

by co of Fooling, whicte ty pairs tte OSU up 

in this Inventory. ** Imprimis, Apealing way of Fancy, 4 Lucky bit at Outbbling, 

<* now and then an odd metaphor, 2 conceited 7h0zy, a ridictuoiis $ AeeEL 
I 


Inſolences, and fers him oh further extrayigances ro miihtait his Title 
© fetch, an unexpected Inference; a Minith Giftliure 1 pling wy; Umplit- 
laſt, ke 
ey F! 


by continuing his ptaQtice of Fovling, whieteas all his tvighity parrs ate: 
6c _— and laſtly an irteſiſtable Reſsfutibh to (pea 


HE E: 
 4cch 


che things ſo called of his 1cquaintance) vote hit 2 int 


ichqur, the, Relicf' of Sexſe to ſecond 
them, his thoughts ſtart from his 97 wi; never were himſelf ro 
Examine their decency, or ſolidity by Jodgement, Todiſcourſe him ſer touſly 
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Mother and Siler both ſtand by : - | 
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61 The Chatafter of a Coſſee- Houſe. 

' 15 toread the Erhirks to. & Morley, or make 21 Oration to "a! ;xþis Horſ-, 
whence you can only cxpect a weehee or Faaiſh ſpurt. , 3'tcr tie moſt cor.- 
vi icing Arguments, it he cn bur muſter up ore plaulivle 7eque vou areroured, 
For he thar underſtood not your L:g:ct, 1pprebends his drou, and though Syl- 
Togiſmes nay be anſwered, yet Jeſts 2nd joud laughter can never be contured, 
bur have more ſway to degrade things with the #-4:..4t g cr0u4, thin demon- 
?ratiors ; Ther- being a Root of envy intoo many Men, that invites them ro 
applaud that which Expoſes an4 villfies what they cannct cempretend, He 
pretends grea: $kill in curing the 7 ettere and &17g-1 07 245 of Stare, l ut blowes 
in theſores till :1cy Rankle with his poiſcnous breath, he (hocts /ibe's with his 
forked ronzuear his Superiors :nd avulclt his deareſt Friep4t,chubng to forfeir 
his aeck co-the Gibbet ; or his ſhoulders ro the Zatoon rather tian lie the dri- 
eſt of his idle Qu:ib5/es 3 In brict he is the Fack-puaarrg of Socrethy a fleering 
Puff158, a better kind of Ape in the juigement of all Wiſcm:2y but an incompa- 

ravic VWs: in hiSona. = | | 

Thus have we led you from Zeard to Board, like the fellow inthe Tower, to 

ſhew you þ- ::7- Z-a?s wherewith this place is ſomerimes :rcquented. Torake 
now a farezel 31:7 ofthe Honſe will be difficultzfiace tis a: ways (hifringScenes 
ana like O 5rauwtle ( the Inchante< land ) ({cldome appcars twice 1na potture3 
The zax © a: al:s burning, and low devour whiſpers ſomer!mes lirike a kind of 
Religious Awe, whilſt tne modi(h Gallant twears ſo oft by /rſu, an Ignorant 
Catholick would rake ir for a Chappcl, and think he were fay'ng cvr L:dics | 
Plalet ; In ſome places the Orgs ſpeak ir a Muſick Rooni, ar others a pair of 
T ables andaranght b ard, a ma) gaming houſe; on a ſuaden it turns Exchange, 
or a Warchoule for all ſorts of Commeatties, where fools are drawn in by inch 
of Candles as we berry and carch Larks with a Glaſs ; Tone Buliy-&oet makes 
it his B»b5ling pond, where he angles for Fops, ſingles out his man, infiouarcs 
an acquerntatice, offers the wine, and arnext Tavern ſers upon him with ,þ:gh 
Fullums, and plucks him: The 1rgen:fs uſe it for anafter £chcarſal, where they 
bring Plays to Repetition, ſift each Scene examine every uzcorrefed Line, and 
damn beyond the fury of the Rota, whillt the ecognito Port out of an overween- 
ing affeQtion to his /zfart Vit, ſteals in :»fled up in bis Cloake, and flicly 
Eveſarops like 2 mendirant Mother to praile the pretizneſs of the Babe tne bas 
newly pawm'd on the Pariſh. 
Bur 'ristime to begone, who knows what 4722::4 may be a working, For, 
behold ! the Coffer-Pomder (erties at the botrome of our diſh in form of 2 moſt 
terrible Saracens Head, For 2 parting blow then give us leave tounberda linle, 
and ſay, - | | | 

| A Coffre-Houſe is a Phanatique Theatre, a Hot-Houſe to fiux in for 2 clapt #1- 
derrflenaig, 3 Sympathetical Cure for the Goxrrrhes of the Tongue; or a refiu/d. 
Bazdy-H. uſe, where Ullegitimate R:ports are got in cloſe Azultery between Ly- 
ang Lys and !iching Ears. 2 - XD 
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